Template for Written Testimony
Rhode Island General Assembly
Notes: Use agency logo and digital letterhead if you have it. Save your testimony as a PDF and submit via email by the deadline for written testimony!

To: Name of Committee Holding Hearing (e.g., House Finance Committee)
From: Your name, your title, your organization (or just your name if you are testifying personally as a parent, teacher, etc.)
Date: Date of hearing
Re: Position, Bill Number, Title of Bill  (e.g., Support for H-XXX, Name /Topic of Bill)

Write one paragraph about who you are and what you/your organization does.  Clearly state that you support or oppose the proposed legislation.  Reference a coalition’s position if you would like  – For example, “We support the Right from the Start Campaign’s priorities for funding child care …”  (This helps General Assembly members understand that the community has built consensus on next steps, instead of sending lots of people in to testify who have completely different ideas on how to address the problems.) 
Write a second paragraph explaining how passing the bill would help (or hurt if you oppose) children, families, and others in Rhode Island.  Provide data and/or tell a brief story about a real situation in Rhode Island that is relevant and how this legislation would make a positive or negative difference. 
If you have a relevant photo or graph/chart, include it since those catch legislators’ eyes.  A picture is worth a thousand words.
End with a thank your for reviewing your testimony and your recommendation to pass the legislation (or again state that you oppose the legislation if that is your position).  


